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IN THE FROZEN NORTH

The Peary Expedition Now in Win-
ter Quarters at Etah.
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a better understanding of the climates of |

Northern America, Europe, and Asia.
“S8oundings of the sea, aerial tempera-
tures, and hy drogmpbxr surveys in the
Arctics have given birth to that most sat-
isfactory and important theory of a ver-
tical inter-oceanic circulation. A handful
of dried Arctic plants enabled a botanis
to forecast the general character of un-
known lands, and in fossil plants from the
North another scientist has read the story
of tremendous climatic ch'mges that meta-
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morphosed the face of the earth. The pe- | amid Arctic glaciers. Professor Freder- succeed In res g > Pote,
culiar tides of the Arctics have added to { ick ‘Wright, the well-known scientist, and its mear vicinity, he will
our store of information concerning the | auther cf the “Ice Age of North Ameri- a multitude of facts which
influence exerted by the stellar worlds | ¢a,” has said that in order t{o in- dent of physics awaits
upon our own. To the ice-clad zones sci- | terpret certain glacial scratches upon “uh eagerness.

ence is now turning for a soclution of tha!
problem of glaciation of our lower lati-
tudes.”

From its purely material side
Greely quotes authorities to show
a -little over two centuries the
gions have furnished te the civi ‘
products aggregating $1,200,000,000 in val-
ue
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that in
re-

Arctic

“YWhat is the use of Arctic exploration?”
as Nansen.. “‘Ozne might as well ask o#
what use i\ science ?*

The high:=st results are associated with
drography of the great oceans; the

i >d for the further knowl- |
governing the origin and |
. and magnetism. with its |

to the compass, the telegraph. and
“We shall never accurate-
Sir Clements Markham,

ial and oceanic currents
more about what takes
Arctic circle.”

to Be Benefited.

Mete v is but in its infancy, and yet
much has already been accomplished. It
will not be surpr g if before many years
have passed it will be a sufficiently exact
ccience to enable experts to prediet far in
advance every storm and climatic change,
as well as the general character of seasons.
The results of Arctic observations have
been of great assistance to this sc ience,
and will be of greater assistance to it in
the future.

The perfection of theories of
earth’s magnetism are requisite in
dueting surveys and navigating
Observations in magnetism, especially
near the magnetic pole, which must not
be confounded with the North Pole, will
make safer all ocean travel. The origin
and development of terrestrial fauna and
flora are revealed in the frozen regions,
which afford glimpses into ages long be-
fore man existed. But we must know
more in order to solve many nroblems.
Once our continent was covered with ice,

rlace in the

Scienece
1

the
con-
ships.

and so its past history is to be sounght ’or

rocks in New Jersey he was obliged to
g0 among the glaciers of Greenland.
Thus the polar regions hold the keys to

{ & treasure house of knowledge that has
any mansions. Over ice pack and tun-
dra. amid the storm and stress of the

wonderful wor gs of naiure the secrets
of the universe must be read.

Now, as regards the discovery of the
North Pole itself, it can readily be seen
that this means tke expansion ef all that
knowledg2 which is sought for in neral
Arctic exploration. Again, its aftain-
ment wili ve not only a gr=at geographica
feat, but will be a great triumph of man’s
strength ard endurance over the terrible
forees of nature.

The North Pole is a great prize to win.

It is worth winning, not alone because
the world stan ready to applaud and re-

ward him who first sets foot at that spot
where there is no north, and no other
direction tkan south, but because in the

deing of it real benefits are to be gained
for the human race and the cause of
knowledge.

The pioneer expedition to "the heart of
the inner polar region, to the Pole itself
cr its vieinity, will not enly bring back a
story of adventure, of hardship, of
achievement, whieh will stir the blcod of
all who admire courage and physical
prowess and triumph over the difficulties
of nature, but it will return with valuable
information concerning the magnetic and
clectrieal forces of the earth, now so lit-
ile understood, concerning meteorology
nd geclogzy, the forms and extent of un-
known lands, if any exist, the depth of
the sea and the currents thereof, the or-
ganic life of cur own and past ages, apd
the great problem of glaclaticn, which
involves the history of the human race.

Now, Lieutenant Peary is most admir-
ably equipped for his work, through per-
sonal eperience and long study of Arctic
prabl»m; as well as regards supplies and

cientific equipment. He has with him
L.Je best and most modern instruments.
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